REMARKS 

Claims 1-23 are now pending in the application. On May 18, 2006 applicant and 
^applicant's representative Joseph G. Burgess conducted a interview with examiner 
Callie Shosho to discuss the prior art as applied to the pending claims. Also discussed 
was a proposed amendment to the claims, including amending claim 1 to include 
hydraulic oil, as this limitation was not disclosed in the cited prior art. In addition, 
applicant pointed out that the use of the spearmint and/or peppermint oil in the prior art 
was as a fragrance. Applicant's claimed invention does not use the spearmint or 
* peppermint oil as a fragrance. As set forth in the application, paragraph 0017, an 
additional fragrance overcomes or masks the prevailing menthol odor emitted by the 
speannint or peppermint oil. Also discussed was the 35 U.S.C. §112 rejection of claim 
19. In accordance with the discussion applicant has amended claim 19 to overcome 
the §112 rejection. 
Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. S 1 12 

Claims 2, 4, 19, and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which Applicant regards as the invention. Applicant has amended claims 2 and 19, the 
amendment to claim 2 is straightforward and further explanation does not appear 
necessary. With respect to claim 19, applicant has amended the claim, as discussed 
with the examiner to remove the word "composition." The deletion is equivalent to the 
claim as filed as the applicant is claiming both the organic and/or synthetic types and 
forms of the various materials used in the claimed composition. 
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Rejection UNogR 35 U.S.C. S 102 

Claims 1-3, 5. and 13-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Neubauer (U.S. Pat. No. 6,039.937). 

Claims 1-5 and 13-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Barcelon (U.S. Pat. No. 4,853,247). 

Claims 1-3 and 5 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Weston (U.S. Pat. No. 4,963,351). 

Claims 1-3 and 5 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Poisson et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,415,800). 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 11, and 13-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Behan et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5.334,581). These rejections are respectfully 
traversed. 

As discussed with the examiner, the prior art does not disclose the use of 
hydraulic oil as set forth in amended claims 1 and 13. Accordingly, applicant submits 
.that claims 1 and 13 and the claims dependant therefrom are now in condition for 
allowance. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 6 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Behan et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,334.581). applicant submits that Behan '581 discloses 
the use of a perfume in the composition (col. 8, II. 37-54,) wherein the perfume includes 
peppermint oil and spearmint oil (col. 10. II. 40-45.) Applicant has amended claim 6 to 
' include as a limitation that the spearmint and peppermint oils are present in the 
composition at a concentration wherein they do not produce a discernable fragrance. 
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Since the spearmint or peppermint oil is not a perfume or fragrance as set forth in 
Behan '581 claim 6 as amended Is allowable over Behan '581. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 16 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Barcelon (U.S. Pat. No. 4,853,247), Barcelon '247 as pointed out by the 
examiner uses a sensory masking agent including peppermint and spearmint oil to 
mask odor, taste or odor and taste. Applicant has amended claim 16 to include 
limitations on the amount of botanical oil used in the composition. As set forth in claim 
16, the amount of botanical oil is limited to less than .05% by volume of the composition. 
As set forth in the attached declaration of the inventor, the weight of the botanical oil is 
close to that of the mineral oil, accordingly, the percentages by volume in the 
composition are similar to those by weight. As set forth in Barcelon '247 the use of 
spearmint and peppermint oil is to mask the odor, taste or odor and taste of the 
unpleasant edible oil, accordingly, the amount must be large enough to provide the 
sensory mask. Applicant's invention as set forth in claim 16 does not use botanical oils 
at a sensory mask level. In addition, as set forth in claim 22, the amount of spearmint 
and peppermint oil is limited further to reduce any fragrance effect emitted by the oils in 
the composition. Accordingly, applicant submits that the claim 16 as amended is 
distinguishable over the prior art and allowance is respectfully requested. 
Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. $ 103 

Claims 6-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barcelon et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 4,853,247). As set forth above, claim 6 as amended limits 
the concentration of speamiint and peppermint oil to that at which the composition has 
no discernable fragrance. Contrary to the claim as amended, Barcelon '247 adds 
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spearmint or peppermint oil as a masking agent in an amount sufficient sensory mask 
an unpleasant edible oil to produce an oil composition that has a pleasant taste and 
■> pleasant odor. Accordingly, claim 6 as amended is distinguishable over Barcelon '247 
as is now in condition for allowance. 
Conclusion 

It is believed that all of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly 
traversed, accommodated, or rendered moot. Applicant therefore respectfully requests 
that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw all presently outstanding rejections. It is 
' believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding Office 
Action and the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, prompt and 
favorable consideration of this amendment is respectfully requested. If the Examiner 
believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Burgess Law Office, PLLC 
P.O. 80x214320 
Auburn Hills, Ml 48321-4320 
(248) 364-0200 

. JGB/srs 



Respectfully submitted 



Dated: ^^^^ ^7. 
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